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TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 
p p r o p r i a t i o n s , R e c e i p t s f § e x p e n d i t u r e s 
CITY OF BATH, 
FINANCIAL TEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1876; 
W I T H T H E 
REPORTS OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS. 
B A T H : 
PRINTED BY E. UPTON & SON. 
1876. 

MAYOR'S ADDRESS. 
Gentlemen of the City Council: 
The financial condition of our city demands from us the most 
serious attention. Owing to causes which I need not specify in 
detail, but which we all recognize as a part of the bitter inherit-
ance of the late civil war, the creation of large bonded debts has 
become, in most of our municipalities, a conspicuous and 
alarming feature in the administration of public affairs. 
The sudden enhancement of values, growing out of a depre-
ciated currency, seems to have imparted to the people at large, 
particularly in their various corporate capacities, a species of 
financial intoxication, from which we ourselves, I regret to say, 
have not wholly escaped. 
The easy expansion of credit by popular vote, the unseemly 
competition among cities and towns for the establishment of 
manufacturing enterprises, by means of unwise and unjust, as 
well as, it now appears, unconstitutional exemptions from 
taxation, the construction of railroads by municipal subscription 
to the capital stock, in the vain endeavor, in some instances, to 
build up business centers in contravention of general laws, these 
are some of the evils which we owe indirectly to the monetary 
demoralizations of the war, and which have received, in the 
present stagnation of business, none too early a check. 
In 1850, two years subsequent to our incorporation as a city, 
our municipal debt was $16,990, and our population, 8020. The 
debt per capita was thus §2.10. 
4 MAYOR'S ADDRESS. 
In 1860, with a population of 8078, the debt had risen to 
$90,709, or $11.23, per capita. 
In 1870, our population had fallen off to 7371, but our debt 
was swollen to $389,568, or 52.85 per capita. 
This year, according to the exhibit furnished me by the 
treasurer, as of date 1st instant, the debt of the city is as 
follows:— 
Old issue city bonds 
Funded debt bonds 
Knox & Lincoln Railroad bonds 
Interest Knox & Lincoln Railroad bonds, 1st i ssue . . . . 
u a u tt tt " 2d " 
Notes payable,— 
for municipal purposes $85,332 00 
interest K. & L. R. R. bonds 20,000 00 
Total 
Less cash in treasury 
Net amount of city debt, March 1, 1876 
Increase during the year 
$18,600 00 
102,500 00 
137,000 00 
40,000 00 
16,000 00 
105,332 00 
419,432 00 
1,293 16 
418,138 84 
17,689 55 
It requires but a cursory glance at these figures to enable us 
to observe, that not only the whole of the above increase of 
indebtedness, but more than half of the entire debt itself, is 
directly chargeable to our unfortunate connection with the Knox 
& Lincoln Railroad. Nor is this all; for there remains a further 
contingent liability of $895,000, represented by our bonds issued 
to that amount in aid of the same corporation. 
In view of these facts, Gentlemen, can I impress upon you too 
deeply the imperative need of retrenchment in every branch of 
the public service? While the several departments of the 
government must be supplied with all the funds necessary for 
the fulfilment of their respective duties, I pledge you my aid 
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and sincere cooperation in every effort to limit expenditures to 
the absolute needs of each. 
One resolution I commend to you, to be maintained, I hope 
inflexibly, that under no circumstances which can now be 
foreseen, or which are likely to arise, shall the public debt be 
increased a single dollar. The present may not be a favorable 
time to secure its rapid reduction, but at all events let the 
accumulation now cease. 
EDWIN REED. 
B A T H , APRIL 5, 1 8 7 6 . 
FINANCE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 
The Joint Standing Committee on Finance, in conformity to 
the requirements of the City Ordinances, Chapter VI., Section 
3, have examined the accounts of the city officers who have 
received and disbursed the city moneys for the municipal year 
ending March 1st, 1876, viz: 
The Treasurer and Collector, 
Superintending School Committee, 
Commissioner of Streets, 
Overseers of the Poor, 
City Liquor Agent. 
The Committee have examined the vouchers of the Mayor for 
the orders he has drawn on the Treasury, have compared the 
same with the Treasurer's accounts, and have also examined the 
vouchers of the other disbursing officers. 
The payments made by the several disbursing officers are 
believed to be properly vouched for, and their accounts properly 
kept. 
Abstracts of the several accounts are herewith submitted. 
$6,920 23 
FINANCE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 7 
Amount of liquor sold 5,286 23 
Balance on hand in store, March 1, 1876. . . 1,150 45 
" " " custody, " " . . . 483 55 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid out on Mayor's orders, including salary 
of Commissioner 12,365 82 
Transferred 599 1 7 
Balance unexpended . . . 54 61 
S U P P O R T OF SCHOOLS. 
RECEIPTS. 
Appropriation $18,500 00 
State fund 3,188 98 
High school fund 500 00 
Received of S. F. Dike 100 00 
Tuition 35 75 
Transferred 174 75 
School mill tax 2,387 33 
6,920 23 
O V E R S E E R S O F POOR, 
RECEIPTS. 
Appropriation $6,000 00 
Balance, March 1, 1875 9 90 
Received from other sources 715 69 
Transferred from contingent fund 753 65 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid for support of the poor 7,179 24 
Salary of Overseers 300 00 
COMMISSIONER OF STREETS. 
RECEIPTS. 
Appropriation $12,000 00 
Received from other sources 748 20 
Balance 121 40 
Transferred 150 00 
,479 24 
7,479 24 
$13,019 60 
13,019 60 
$24,886 81 
8 FINANCE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 
EXPENDITURES. 
Salaries 16,586 25 
Fuel 2,620 62 
Miscellaneous 3,152 16 
Salary of Superintendent 800 00 
School books 1,727 78 
24,HSU HI 
T R E A S U R E R A N D COLLECTOR, 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash on hand, March 1, 1875 $8,038 26 
Received for taxes, 1870 22 10 
" " 1871 124 96 
" 1872 2,192 35 
" " 1873 3,407 24 
" " " 1874 11,252 45 
" " " 1875, under 5 ^c . disc't. 103,570 84 
" 3 " " 3,806 67 
" " " " after " " " 5,635 35 
Loans, including temporary loan 126,332 00 
Received of State Treasurer, school f u n d . . . 2,387 33 
" " " mill tax 3,188 98 
" " " high sch'l fund 500 00 
Liquor agency 5,480 43 
Overseers of poor 715 69 
Licenses : 82 00 
Bay Bridge 1,04100 
Interest on taxes 1,396 74 
Hay scales 10 00 
Gas dividend 360 00 
Fire department 864 50 
Lots sold in cemetery 440 00 
Highways, bridges and sidewalks 748 20 
Burial of the dead 29 00 
S. F. Dike, schools 100 00 
City expenses I l l 88 
Contingent fund 36 16 
Sale of school house 70 00 
Tuition 35 75 
$281,919 KK 
FINANCE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 9 
EXPENDITURES. 
Salaries of city officers $3,396 72 
Highways, bridges and sidewalks 12,365 82 
Schools and school-houses 24,886 81 
Extraordinary repairs 91073 
Support of poor 7,479 24 
City watch 2,546 25 
Fire department 6,533 63 
Burial of the dead 1,100 52 
City expenses 4,816 11 
Cemetery fund 1,102 21 
Interest on city debt 13,766 70 
" " Knox & Lincoln Railroad bonds 8,220 00 
Liquor agency 5,868 43 
Interest on interest bonds K. & L. R. R 3,31 5 00 
Notes 67,887 55 
State tax 25,630 00 
County tax 9,377 99 
Temporary loan 40,000 00 
Bay Bridge 754 67 
Bonds 7,500 00 
Coupons Knox & Lincoln R, K 26,175 00 
Primary school, No. 9 4,882 62 
South grammar school 2,090 72 
Cash on hand 19180 
" in Lincoln National Bank 440 37 
" " National Hide and Leather Bank. . . 473 81 
•' •• " Bank of Commerce 187 18 
$281,919 81 
BONDS ISSLTED IN A I D OF R A I L R O A D S . 
ANDROSCOGGIN RAILROAD 
Dated April 1, 1876, 30 years, due April 1, 
1891, interest at 6 cent., secured by first 
mortgage on road !t>42;>,000 00 
a 
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KNOX & LINCOLN EAILROAD. 
Dated July 1, 1869, eleven to thirty years, 
at 6 cent $475,000 00 
Dated March 1, 1871, thirty years, at 6 p 
cent,, due March 1, 1891 177,600 00 
Dated Feb. 1, 1872, thirty years, at 6 $> 
cent., due Feb. 1, 1902 243,000 00 
$895,000 00 
Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN O . SHAW, 
V M . RICE, 
JOS. M . HAYES, 
W M . R . SHAW, 
C . H . GREENLEAF, 
Joint Standing 
Committee 
on Finance. 
C O M P A R A T I V E S T A T E M E N T OF C I T Y DEBT. 
OUTSTANDING MARCH 1, 1875. 
Bonds issued for Knox & Lincoln Railroad. 
Bonds dated Oct. 15, 1868, 30 years, 
due Oct. 15, 1898 $137,000 00 
Dated 1867, funded debt 102,500 00 
" " old issue 26,100 00 
Dated July 1, 1873, 10 years, due July 1, 
1883, 6 cent., to pay interest on Knox 
& Lincoln Railroad stock 56,000 00 
Notes payable 76,887 55 
Temporary loan 10,000 00 
Total debt 408,487 55 
Cash in treasury 8,038 26 
$400 449 29 
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OUTSTANDING MARCH 1, 1876. 
Bonds issued for Knox & Lincoln Railroad. 
Bonds dated Oct. 15, 1868, 30 years, 
due Oct. 15, 1898 $137,000 00 
Dated 1867, funded debt 102,500 00 
" old issue 18,600 00 
Dated July 1, 1873. 10 years, due July 1, 
1883, 6 p cent., to pay interest on Knox 
& Lincoln Railroad stock 56,000 00 
Notes payable 105,332 00 
Total debt 419,432 00 
Cash in treasury 1,293 16 
$418,138 84 
Increase of city debt 17,6s!> 55 
Respectfully Submitted, 
JOHN O . SHAW, \ J. S. Commitee 
wm. R . SHAW, on Finance. 
MAYOR'S REPORT. 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR. 
Salaries of city officers $3,500 00 
Highways, bridges and sidewalks 12,000 00 
Schools and school houses 18,500 00 
Extraordinary repairs of school houses . . . . 1,000 00 
Support of poor 6,000 00 
City watch 2,500 00 
Fire department 4,500 00 
Burial of dead 1,000 00 
City expenses 4,000 00 
City debt maturing this year 74,587 55 
Interest on city debt and discount 13,222 46 
Interest on K. & L. stock bonds 8,220 00 
Sinking fund for K. & L. R. R, b o n d s . . . . 4,110 00 
Reduction of city debt 6,361 23 
Bay bridge 750 00 
Abatement of taxes 3,000 00 
Discount on taxes 6,000 00 
State tax 25,630 00 
County tax 9,377 99 
Interest on K. & L. bonds to pay interest. 3,360 00 
Interest on K. & L. bonds called for this 
year 6,000 00 
Contingent fund 3,250 00 
$216,869 23 
Appropriations raised as follows: 
Amount raised by assessment 142,281 68 
Amount raised by loan 74,587 55 
216,869 23 
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E X P E N D I T U R E S . 
S A L A R I E S OF C I T Y OFFICERS. 
Appropriation $3,500 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
Mayor's salary $400 00 
City Clerk's salaiy 400 00 
Clerk common council 75 00 
City Marshal 335 39 
City Messenger 250 00 
Assessors 600 00 
Judge of Municipal Court 136 33 
Treasurer and Collector 1,200 00 
Balance earned to Committee on Reduction 
of City Debt 103 28 
3,500 00 
H I G H W A Y S , BRIDGES A N D S I D E W A L K S . 
Appropriation $12,000 00 
Balance from last year's account 121 40 
From labor and material sold 149 03 
From fire department, keeping horses and 
pay of drivers 599 17 
Transfer 150 00 
$13,019 60 
EXPENDITURES. 
Construction and repairs of sidewalks 2,418 27 
Grading, draining, cesspools, paving gutters 
and macadamizing on Winter street. . . 790 00 
Building bridge on Oak Grove Avenue. . . . 626 68 
Grading approaches to Oak Grove Avenue. 69 87 
Repairs on Bull bridge . . . . 170 47 
Amount carried forward 4,075 29 
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Amount brought forward $4,075 29> 
Drain on Middle near Bath street 53 25 
Grading the west end of North street 310 31 
Removing ledge on Edward street 248 13 
Grading and fence at the corner of High 
and Crescent streets 59 41 
Gravel on Front street 131 53 
Blasting and removing stone, and putting a 
culvert, drain and cesspool on Washing-
ton, between Spring and Corliss streets 415 09 
Gravel on Washington, between Federal and 
Corliss streets 385 28 
Blasting and repairs on Sprague's hill 
Washington street 160 54 
Blasting on Cummings street 13 35 
Blasting on Crescent street 24 50 
Blasting on Mechanic street 18 24 
Repairs on Ireland roads 287 60 
Drain on High and Center streets, near 
courthouse 291 50 
Crossing stones 23 75 
Gravel on North street, near car factory.. . 318 00 
Clearing sidewalks and breaking roads in 
March, 1875 445 24 
The same from November 7, 1875, to March 
1, 1876 631 03 
General repairs of streets, purchase and 
repair of tools 3,030 26 
Salary of Commissioner of streets 800 00 
Expenses of teams over earnings 511 41 
Labor for tire department 87 76 
Gravel to school house on Washington 
street 9 84 
Labor for other parties 34 53 
Paid expenses of horses and drivers over 
earnings 599 17 
Balance carried forward 54 61 
$13,019 60 
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SCHOOLS A N D SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Appropriation $18,500 00 
Statu fund from State Treasurer 3,188 98 
School mill tax 2,387 33 
High School fund 500 00 
Received of S. F. Dike 100 00 
33 75 
Transferrd 23 75 
15100 
$24,886 81 
EXPENDITURES. 
Salaries of teachers 16,586 25 
Salary ol Superintendent 800 00 
17,386 25 
M I S C E L L A N E O U S E X P E N S E S . 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., merchandise.. . . 49 63 
Thomas Small, bill of fuel 13 00 
Bangs, Weston ifc Co., merchandise 36 81 
S. W . Randall, bill of fuel 19 37 
E. Upton <fc Son, printing cards && 63 00 
A. B. Farnham, work on schoolhouses.. . . 18 12 
J. W . Fisher, filling out diplomas 3 00 
John O. Shaw, bill of merchandise 99 11 
George E. Newman, printing 42 25 
.J. M. Trott, bill of coal 190 78 
Schoppe & Co., glazing 17 05 
W . H. Mains, painting 5 70 
M H. Neal, bill of ribbon 2 50 
W S. Shorey, bill of binding, old b o o k s . . . 128 75 
Sweepers 205 85 
Fire builders 261 25 
I. C. Noyes, repairing Winnegance school-
house 6 1 3 
Charles W . Grant, bill of wood 607 54 
Lu'-e <fc Schoppe, setting glass North Gram-
mar school 6 30 
Amounts carried forward 1,776 14 17,386 25 
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Amounts brought forward $1,776 14 $17,386 2... 
J. G. Rogers, bill of wood 37 00 
Joseph Bowker, bill of wood 202 83 
E. B. Drummond, bill of coal 515 0.5 
John O. Shaw, bill of merchandise 153 31 
R. Nichols, work on Weeks street school-
house 66 13 
J. E. Haley, bill of merchandise 26 89 
A. B. Farnham, labor on Weeks street 
schoolhouse 52 33 
Postage stamps 3 00 
George E. Newman, bill printing 20 00 
D. T. Percy, carpeting and making 35 62 
Howse & Hooper, glazing 6 00 
S. Anderson & Son, merchandise 17 25 
George Fisher, merchandise 13 50 
J. M. Clarke, shelves to High School house. 3 50 
Thomas H. Sprague, bill of hard wood. . . . 159 37 
S. J. Watson, bill of stoves &c 204 69 
Fire builders 92 50 
Sweepers 19617 
S. C. Sawyer, painting and glazing 25 29 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., bill hardware ifcc. 100 33 
M. F. Gannett & Son, bill of merchandise. 45 34 
Watson & Gannett, stoves and repairs 91 20 
Winslow & Gerry, " 76 00 
S. B. Robinson, bill of wood 36 00 
T. Simpson, bill of wood 38 00 
S. D. Haley, bill of repairs 5 00 
A. D. Stetson, bill of merchandise 19 28 
William Rice, bill of lumber 26 64 
Rogers Brothers, wood 4 00 
A. S. Bloom, labor 1 37 
John O. Shaw, merchandise 85 82 
" " " as per account rendered . . . . 105 99 
Howland »& Hayden, clocks 84 20 
E. B. Drummond, bill of coal 45 93 
Amounts carried forward 4,381 67 17,386 25 
MAYOR'S REPORT. 1 7 
Amounts brought forward $4,381 67 $17,380,25 
Sweepers 142 25 
Fire builders 247 00 
Sawing wood l o i 00 
4,921 92 
H I G H Si H O O L R F . P A I H S . 
William H. Maines, bill of painting 218 75 
R. Nichols, bill of labor 254 93 
A. B. Farnham, bill of labor 83 00 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., bill of merchan-
dise 100 00 
Winslow & Gerry, merchandise and labor. . 194 18 
850 86 
S C H O O L B O O K S . 
A. C. Stockton, bill of books 330 06 
Thompson, Brown & Co., bill of b o o k s . . . . 351 02 
Brown, Tileston & Co., bill of books 53 80 
Ginn Brothers, bill of books 134 55 
Knight, Adams & Co., bill of books 74 00 
Lee & Shepard, bill of books 757 85 
Miscellaneous 26 50 
1,727 78 
24,886 25 
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y R E P A I R S OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Appropriation $1,000 00 
Received from schoolhouse sold 70 00 
$1,070 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
George Conway, labor on North Grammar 
schoolhouse 35 50 
George Conway, labor on North Grammar 
schoolhouse 58 50 
Amount earned forward 94 00 
3 
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Amount brought forward 
M. L. Trott, bill of sand, &c., North Gram-
mar schoolhouse 
J. H. Allen & Co., bill of sundries 
Watson & Gannett, bill ot sundries 
John O. Shaw, for money expended 
Howse tfc Hooper, bill of painting Union 
schoolhouse 
R, B. Barron, labor at North Grammar 
schoolhouse 
George Fisher, bill of sundries 
Bath Manufacturing Co., bill of l u m b e r . . . . 
William Rice, bill of lumber for Union 
street schoolhouse 
J. E. Haley, bill of sundries 
Bath Manufacturing Co., bill of l u m b e r . . . . 
Jesse Mitchell, repairing Union street sch ool-
house 
B. F. Emery, sod for North Grammar 
schoolhouse 
William Brown, labor on North Grammar 
schoolhouse 
Jesse Norris, labor on North Grammar 
schoolhouse 
R. Nichols, merchandise and labor 
George Fisher, bill of sundries 
A . Farrar, labor on North Grammar school-
house 
Roll of Accounts No. 
Colsou & Co., wall stone 
H. A. Turner, labor on schoolhouse No. 2 . . 
Crooker & Lilly, cutting bolts, &c 
Bath Manufacturing Co., bill of p i ckets . . . . 
William Brown, labor on Grammar school-
house 
$04 00 
10 80 
25 48 
27 77 
13 50 
51 67 
30 00 
14 18 
28 95 
39 65 
23 01 
45 48 
103 23 
69 88 
13 00 
44 00 
8 13 
11 08 
11 25 
$665 06 
4. 
13 34 
32 20 
15 70 
12 92 
12 50 
86 66 
Amount carried forward 751 72 
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Amount brought forward §751 72 
Moll of Accounts JVo. 5. 
Watson & Gannett, repairing pump §2 00 
William Scollay, trucking 9 45 
J. H. Allen & Co., bill of iron 3 66 
George Fisher, bill of sundries 4 80 
A . M. Savage, painting North Grammar 
schoolhouse 25 00 
John O. Shaw, money expended 35 00 
79 91 
Roll of Accounts N~o. 6. 
W H. Field, plowing Grammar schoolyard 2 00 
William H. Smith, school chairs 27 50 
William Rice, bill of lumber 49 60 
79 10 
Transferred 114 47 
Balance transferred to Committee on Reduc-
tion of City Debt 44 80 
1,070 00 
S O U T H S T R E E T G R A M M A R , SCHOOL HOUSE. 
Amount ordered loaned §2,000 00 
Transferred 90 72 
S2,090 72 
EXPENDITURES. 
E. Welch, labor and merchandise 7 38 
A. B. Farnham, per contract and bill of 
extras 1,340 00 
Bath Manufacturing Co., bill of lumber. . . . 50 53 
W . H. Given, labor 6 50 
J. A . Swazey, bill of blackboards 176 40 
E. Welch, labor and merchandise 2 55 
A . D. Stetson, merchandise 20 50 
Reed Nichols, labor 192 15 
Amount carried forward 1,806 01 
2 0 MAYOR'S REPORT. 20 
Amount brought forward $1,806 01 
A. G. Whitcomb, merchandise 29 25 
Henry Bovey, merchandise 15 48 
Freight 1 25 
S. (J. Sawyer, bill of painting 213 73 
A. B. Farnham, making specifications, &c., 
for Primary house, No. 9 25 00 
P R I M A R Y SCHOOL HOUSE NO. 9. 
Appropriation 
EXPENDITURES. 
Lot of A. D. Fisher $525 00 
Grading Dummer street in front of l o t . . . . 156 00 
Grading lot, and foundation for house 557 02 
J. E. Haley, as per contract 2,300 00 
J. E. Haley, finishing basement as per 
contract 150 00 
J. E. Haley, extras 150 00 
Dole Brothers, school furniture 502 24 
Freight on above 35 50 
William H. Smith, powder for blasting. . . . 31 65 
Reed Nichols, cement pipe 7 50 
Jan.es Hagan, 137 tons stone 13 70 
M. L. Trott, bill for brick 2 60 
N. S. Morse, surveying stone 9 16 
J. Wakefield & Co., lime and c e m e n t . . . . 18 40 
Watson & Gannett, stoves and p i p e s . . . . . . 94 63 
A. G. Wbitcomb, teachers' desks 29 90 
A. D. Stetson, chairs 13 50 
Howse & Hooper, painting 40 06 
J. E. Haley, lumber and labor 3 30 
J. O. Shaw, money paid for freight, &c 3 75 
$2,090 72 
$4,882 62 
1,238 02 
2,600 00 
537 74 
Amounts carried forward 1,776 1 4 17,386 25 
MAYOR'S REPORT. 2 1 
Amounts brought forward $270 15 
.1. H. Allen & Co., iron 11 97 
Thomas McKay, hauling stone 102 00 
Charles DeWol f , labor 12 37 
Transferred to Primary schoolhouse No. 2, 
building wall and grading 112 37 
F I R E D E P A R T M E N T . 
Appropriation $4,500 00 
Received from roll account No. 6 4 50 
" " engine sold 800 00 
" " transfer 547 57 
" T. F. Craven, watering ves-
sels 60 00 
Received from transfer 103 39 
" " from highways, &c. 599 17 
EXPENDITURES. 
Salary Hook and Ladder Company 140 00 
' Steam Fire Engine Company No. 1 415 00 
" " " 2 415 00 
" " " " " 3 415 00 
Extinguisher " " 1 175 00 
" Engineers 180 00 
Joseph Smith, bill for extension l a d d e r . . . . 85 00 
White Manufacturing Co., bill lamp and 
signal nickel 62 00 
William Webster, building reservoir 500 00 
Eastman & Co., bill hose and boxes 859 30 
Roll of Accounts No. 1. 
Gas Light Company, Steamer No. 1 15 12 
John It. Knowlton, hauling extinguisher. . . 22 00 
Amounts carried forward 37 12 
$4,379 76 
506 86 
4,886 62 
$6,614 63 
3,246 30 
3,246 30 
2 2 MAYOR'S REPORT. 22 
Amounts brought forward $37 12 $3,240 3<« 
John O. Shaw, feather duster and chamois. 4 50 
Howse & Hooper, glass and glazing 7 'JO 
William A. Conant, services as fireman No. 1 25 00 
J. P. Fisher, services as engineer No. 2 . . . . 116 67 
C. G. Woodman, bill one brown horse 225 00 
George A. Field, services of oxen at fire. . . 3 00 
H. C. Purington, services as fireman No. 2. 30 00 
Dudley Gilman, trucking and hauling 
engines 18 50 
Charles Conant, services as engineer No. 3. 50 00 
H. A. Turner, labor on No. 1 house 22 20 
E. Jewett, services as fireman No. 1 15 00 
Swanton, Jameson ifc Co., bill of sundries.. 9 66 
J. N. Blaisdell, services as engineer No. 1 . . 116 66 
681 21 
Roll of Accounts No. 2. 
Dudley Gilman, use of horse, Steamer No. 2 105 00 
James Campbell, hauling hose carr iage . . . . 41 60 
N. Covel, bill of sundry repairs 25 75 
George Moulton & Son, bill of sundries. . . 245 86 
Bangs, Weston & Co., making hose sink.. 17 50 
Gas Company, gas for steam tire e n g i n e . . . . 8 64 
— 444 35 
Roll of Accounts No. 3. 
Charles Conant, services as engineer No. 3. 50 00 
Howse & Hooper, bill of painting 15 34 
J. N. Blaisdell, engineer No. 1 50 00 
Winslow & Gerry, tinning roof of No. 1 
house 275 00 
Bath Manufacturing Co., bill for sawdust.. 1 50 
S. Anderson & Son, bill of sundries 53 18 
Bath Manufacturing Co., load sawdust 50 
" " " shavings and saw-
dust 1 7 0 
Amounts carried forward 1,776 14 1 7 , 3 8 6 25 
MAYOR'S REPORT. 2 3 
Amounts brought forward $447 22 $4,37186 
I». Nichols, labor and materials on No. 1 
house 36 08 
S. Strout & Co., bill merchandise steamer 
No. 2 14 78 
J. P. Fisher, engineer steamer No. 2 50 00 
J. E. Haley, bill merchandise. 18 58 
Winslow & Gerry, bill merchandise and 
labor 34 23 
600 89 
Roll of Accounts No. 4. 
S. T. Woodward, bill of coal 27 50 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., bill of sundries.. 6 65 
E. Jewett, fireman engine No. 1 15 00 
J . N. Blaisdell, engineer engine No. 1 33 33 
Chas. Conant, " " " 2 58 33 
J. E. Haley, bill spruce boards 3 1 2 
J. W . Johnson, hauling engine No, 1 10 00 
J. P. Fisher, engineer engine No. 2 33 34 
J. K. & H. A. Huse, pasturing horse 12 00 
E. B. Drummond, bill of coal 120 10 
Bath Gas Light Company, bill of gas 11 16 
D. Mitchell, hauling 75 
331 28 
Roll of Accounts No. 5. 
James R. Clapp, hauling coal 2 00 
Jesse Mitchell, labor on No. 2 house 7 70 
Charles Conant, engineer engine No. 3 50 00 
Howland & Hayden, repairing clock 1 50 
C. C. Henderson, firing on No. 2 15 00 
J. P. Fisher, engineer No. 2 50 00 
Tufts Brothers, bill of lanterns 5 00 
George Moulton & Son, bill of sundries.. . 32 39 
Lewis Totman, hauling hose carriage 1 00 
Watson & Marr, bill of repairing 3 50 
Henry M. Bovey, curtains for No. 2 house. 10 85 
Amounts carried forward 178 94 5,304 03 
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$178 94 $5,304 03 
50 57 
50 00 
30 00 
25 71 
38 81 
61 80 
2 87 
38 62 
11 86 
25 00 
11 50 
18 36 
3 00 
547 04 
Roll of Accounts No. 6. 
C. E. Sawyer, glazing engine house No. 1 . . 1 75 
J. E. Haley, 1 window 2 10 
J. P. Fisher, engineer Steamer No. 2 16 00 
T. F. Craven, paid sundry bills 41 85 
Marston & Co., repairing ladder truck 2 50 
George M. Shepard, merchandise to No. 3. 17 74 
Watson & Marr, castings for steamer 11 00 
Howse & Hooper, glass and glazing house 
No. 2 3 95 
J. R. Mitchell, use of teams, &c 599 17 
William Passmore, painting 6 50 
702 56 
Carried to Committee on Reduction of 
City Debt 61 00 
Amounts brought forward 
George Fisher, bill of sundries 
John N. Blaisdell, engineer engine No. 1 . . 
Dudley Gilman, hauling engine and hose 
carriage 
Winslow & Gerry, bill of sundries 
H. L. Chase & Co., merchandise 
N. Covel, merchandise and sundry repairs.. 
S. C. Sawyer, glazing at engine house No. 3 
S. Strout & Co., merchandise to Steamer 
No. 2 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., bill of sundries.. 
D. N. Hill, for flag staff 
J. W . Johnson, hauling engine 
Bath Gas Light Company, Steamer No. 1 . . 
E. Gilman, hauling 
6,614 63 
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C I T Y EXPENSES. 
Appropriation $4,000 00 
Received from Hall rent $50, of park $8. . 58 00 
" " roll account 4 25 
" rent of Hall 27 63 
" transfer and Hall 748 23 
$4,838 11 
EXPENDITURES. 
Roll of Accounts No. 1. 
County Commissioners, services as referees 45 00 
George Hawlev, assistant assessor 15 00 
T. G. Knight, stationery, &c 35 90 
Gas Light Co., City Hall and street lamps 320 64 
John Conley. assistant assessor 15 00 
Howse & Hooper, glass and glazing 1 75 
J. E. Haley, matched boards 2 72 
F. T. Simpson, assistant assessor 15 00 
J. S. Baker, for services in trial Peterson i>s 
Bath 23 00 
Lewis Schoppe <fc Co., lighting street lamps 15 50 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., sundries for City 
Hall 8 00 
•T. E. Hewey, assistant assessor 30 00 
William B. Taylor, assistant assessor 35 00 
George G. Williams, services as policeman. 8 50 
S. C. Ripley, services as policeman 16 00 
W . S. Shr.rey, tax book 13 00 
Citizen's Coal Co., bill of coal 54 34 
B. F. Chase, taking deposition 10 00 
George Williams, carrying boy to school. . . 50 
L. Schoppe it Co., placing new lamps 12 55 
John O. Shaw, bill stationery &c 25 00 
Charles Longley, ringing city bell 25 00 
G. H. Brown, services as clerk, Ward 7 . . . 4 00 
I. S. Eastman, " " " " " . . . 4 00 
E. Upton & Son, printing ballots, &c 327 25 
N. Longley, posting city election, <fcc 25 50 
W . S. Shorev, binding 200 registers 24 00 1,112 15 
4 
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Amount brought forward $1,112 15 
Roll of Accounts No. 2. 
William Maines, painting and lighting 
street lamps $45 45 
Tufts Brothers, one tin lantern 5 00 
H. A. Hyde, making up report 30 00 
George Moulton & Son, bolts in City Hall. 2 00 
Jesse Mitchell, labor on doors under City 
Hall 19 82 
C. A. Turner, clerk Ward 7 2 00 
D. P. Bryant, ringing Elm Street Church 
bell, July 5 3 00 
W . H. Melcher, ringing church bell, July 5 3 00 
N. Longley, ringing City Hall bell, July 5. 3 00 
George Parshley, material and firing salute, 
July 5 108 00 
Gas Company, gas for City Hall and street 
lamps' 229 76 
G. E. Newman, printing tax notices 19 00 
C. C. Skinner, ringing Winter Street Church 
bell, July 5 3 00 
William H. Shea, ringing Beacon Street 
Church bell, July 5 3 00 
Joseph Sprague, warden Ward 5 6 00 
482 03 
Roll of Accounts No. 3. 
John O. Shaw, books, &c 54 48 
G. W . Connitt, Maine Register for 1875. . . 1 25 
John Nugent, services as police July 5, 1875 3 00 
Gas Company, gas for balloon, &c 56 07 
C. Ham, services as police, July 5 1875 3 00 
A . G. Winslow, services as Ward Clerk 
Ward 3 2 00 
C. F . Longley, ringing City Hall bell 25 00 
J. T. Gannett, services as Ward Clerk 4 00 
David Harris, for horse and carriage 4 00 
Amounts carried forward 152 80 1,594 18 
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Amounts brought forward §152 80 $1,594 18 
Winslow & Gerry, materials and labor at 
City Hall 4 75 
A. H. Wall, services as police 8 00 
J. H. McLellan, ringing Grace Church bell, 
July 5, 1875 3 00 
Robert Jackson, ringing Wesley Church 
bell, July 5 3 00 
L. Percy, ringing Corliss Street Church bell 
July 5 3 00 
L. Mc-Quarrie, services as police, July 5 
1875 3 00 
C. F. Longley, services as police, July 5, 
1875 3 00 
N. Longley, keeping and board of sundry 
persons in lockup 158 25 
E. Upton <fc Son, printing notices to tax 
payers, etc 33 75 
J. E. Haley, merchandise and labor, common 22 76 
G. A . Kimball, trimming trees on common. 5 25 
E. H. Leonard, care of city clock 12 90 
William White, putting up halyards on 
common 3 50 
J. H. McLittle, damage to wagon 8 25 
Reform School, board of boy for 35 weeks. 35 00 
460 21 
Roll of Accounts No. 4. 
A. IJ. Stetson, repairing chairs and mer-
chandise 44 21 
J. S. Baker, services in trial Johnson vs Bath 50 00 
Winslow & Gerry, bill of repairs 72 15 
I . S. Sawyer, painting and glazing 22 65 
W . S. Hunt, services as police, July 5, 1875 3 00 
E. Upton <fc Son, bill of printing 36 50 
J. R . Mitchell, paid on account fence to 
cemetery 214 71 
N. Longley, bill services as policeman <fcc.. 55 75 
Amounts carried forward 498 97 2,054 39 
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Amounts brought forward $498 97 $2,054 39 
C. Longley, services as Warden, Ward .3. . 4 00 
W. J. Kimball, services as Ward Clerk, 
Ward 2 2 00 
W . B. Taylor, list of marriages and votes. . 19 00 
Reform School, subsistence and clothing 2 
boys 21 00 
W P. Wadsworth, services as Ward Clerk 
Ward 4 2 00 
E. B. Drummond, bill of coal for City Hall 141 30 
Gas Company, gas and repairs 231 32 
David Harris, horse and carriage 3 00 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., bill of sundries.. 19 65 
George E. Newman, printing collector's 
warrants 6 00 
Jesse Mitchell, work on lockup 6 49 
Tufts Brothers, tin street lantern 5 00 
D. B. .Mitchell, horse and wagon sundry 
times 24 00 
983 73 
Roll of Accounts No. 5. 
Jesse Mitchell, work on lockup 9 75 
William Scollay, trucking 2 50 
" " tending ward meetings.. 8 00 
" " services as pol iceman. . . . 10 50 
trucking 10 75 
William Maines, services as policeman 47 87 
William Scollay, " " " 11 75 
James Bailey, " " " 20 25 
S. Temple, " " " 7 00 
Gas Company, gas for City Hall 98 28 
William Maines, lighting street lamps 26 00 
Winter Street Church society, use of room 
as ward room 25 00 
J. T. Gannett, services as Ward Clerk 2 00 
E. Welch, bill of repairs on lamps, & c . . . . 5 8 0 
George Fisher, padlock 30 
Amounts carried forward 285 75 3,038 12 
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Amounts brought forward $285 75 $3,031-12 
Hoyt. F o g g & Dunham, bill for book -1 50 
Winslow cfc Gerry, bill of sundries 16 27 
George Moulton it Son, repairs on safe lock 13 00 
Watson & Marr, lock and keys City Hal l . . 2 90 
Henry Bovey, bill of stationery 19 69 
W . S. Shorey, binding ordinances, ifcc 25 60 
John M. Clark, work on desk for treasurer. 1 25 
Gas Company, gas for street lamps 323 40 
W . Gilbert, for counsel to Finance Commit-
tee 5 00 
E. Upton & Son, bill of printing 207 00 
C. A. Turner, services as policeman 4 00 
Swett Brothers, bill of sundries 7 63 
George P. Davenport, bill of s tat ionery. . . . 32 40 
James Couillard, mason work on City Hall. 20 59 
John O. Shaw, bill of stationery 35 79 
C. H. Totman, police duty 5 00 
Reform School, subsistence and clothing 2 
boys 26 00 
William Maines, painting and glazing 76 90 
N. Longley, keeping and board of sundry 
persons in lockup 231 75 
1,344 42 
Roll of Accounts No. 6. 
William H. Fogg, mattress and blankets for 
lockup 9 95 
Gas Company, repairs and setting new lamp 15 58 
J. S. Baker, services in case libel vs city's 
liquor 30 00 
M. F. Gannett, bill merchandise 13 40 
E. Clark, revising list of owners of vessels. 26 50 
Alden Sprague, police duty 2 00 
Alfred Sprague, " " 2 00 
u " " " 1 50 
Lewis Totman " " 3 00 
George Fisher, brass lock 1 03 
Amounts carried forward 104 96 4,382 54 
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Amounts brought forward $104 96 $4,382 54 
E. II. Leonard, care of clock 12 50 
E. Upton, bill of advertising 8 50 
C. Longley, ringing city bell 50 00 
E. Welch, bill of burners 2 70 
William B. Taylor, making voting lists, ifcc. 21 08 
N. Longley, services as school guardian.. . 10 00 
" " keeping and board of sundry 
persons in lockup 61 75 
George W . Duncan, one ramrod 5 00 
E. C. Hyde, for money expended 18 45 
T. W . Hyde, casting lamp post 21 25 
William Rice, lumber for lockup 2 38 
J. H. Robinson, ice and water for water 
fountains 115 00 
Balance carried to Committee on Reduction 
City Debt 22 00 
B U R I A L OF D E A D . 
Appropriation $1,000 00 
Received for use of hearse 4 00 
" from grass sold 25 00 
" " transfer 71 52 
EXPENDITURES. 
William A. Poor superintendent, sa lary . . . . 50 00 
" " " burying 191 bodies (a) $3. 573 00 
Roll of Accounts No. 1 
D. C. Harris, use of horse in hearse 43 00 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., bill of merchandise 3 77 
William A. Poor, shoveling snow at tomb. 1 00 
William Passmore, painting hearse 25 00 
318 57 
137 00 
4,838 11 
$1,100 52 
623 00 
Amounts carried forward 72 77 623 00 
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Amounts brought forward $72 77 $023 00 
William Poor, raking leaves and repairing 
fence 78 00 
150 77 
Roll of Accounts No. 3. 
David Harris, use of horse in hearse 40 00 
Roll of Accounts No. 4. 
William A. Poor, raking weeds, A c 3 75 
" labor in cemetery 37 66 
David Harris, use of horse in hearse 34 00 
75 41 
Roll of Accounts No. 5. 
George H. Gould, one day's plowing 5 00 
William E. Corliss, sharpening pickaxes, &c 3 05 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., padlock, & c . . . . 4 37 
David Harris, use of horse in hearse 43 00 
Bath Manufacturing Co., spruce p i c k e t s . . . . 2 80 
William A. Poor, staking out lots 12 00 
C. J. Xoyes, surveying Oak Grove Cemetery 100 00 
170 22 
Roll of Accounts No. 6. 
William Passmore, painting old hearse . . . . 20 00 
J. E. Haley, lumber and sawing s takes . . . . 9 1 2 
David Harris, use of horse in hearse 12 00 
41 12 
1,100 52 
S U P P O R T OF POOR. 
Appropriation $6,000 00 
Balance March 1st, 1875 9 90 
Received from other towns, &c 715 69 
Received from transfer from Contingent 
Fund 753 65 
$7,479 24 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Expenses about the city, and master's sal-
ary $5,917 88 
Paid other towns 37G 68 
Paid Insane Hospital 734 68 
Salary of Overseers 300 00 
" " City Physician 150 00 
$7,479 24 
B A Y BRIDGE. 
Appropriation $750 00 
Received tor tolls 1,041 00 
$1,791 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
Roll of Accounts No. 1. 
A. C. Allen, labor on the bridge 31 93 
Swanton, Jameson & Co., bill of sundries.. 12 68 
44 61 
Roll of Accounts No. 2. 
J. D. Bibber, 35 days work 105 00 
George Moulton & Son, bolts and n u t s . . . . 11 18 
116 18 
Roll of Accounts No. 5. 
Joseph Varney, bill of lumber 448 11 
Roll of Accounts No. 6. 
William E. Corliss, straps, screwbolts, & c . . 32 97 
S. W . Foote, for labor 45 50 
J. Rideout, discharging timber 1 00 
A. Rideout, " - 1 00 
Robert Hunter, ten days work 12 50 
B. Luce, work on bridge 11 87 
George Collins, work on bridge 28 18 
E. P. Ward, " " " 12 75 
145 77 
Amount carried forward 754 67 
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Amount brought forward $ 7 5 4 67 
Transferred $519 10 
Balance carried to Committee on Reduction 
of City Debt 517 23 
1,036 33 
1,791 00 
LIQUOR AGENCY. 
REVENUE. 
Received of Peleg Sprague, agent, amount 
from sale of liquors $5,286 23 
Balance on hand in store 1,150 45 
Balance in custody 483 55 
$6,920 23 
EXPENDITURES. 
Amount for liquor purchased 4,806 99 
Commissions 204 70 
Sundry bills for freight, &c 62 55 
Salary 600 00 
Amount of liquor on hand March 1, 1875. . 1,015 88 
Balance to credit of agency 230 11 
6,920 23 
About one-fourth of the above liquors have been sold to Municipal 
Officers of other towns. 
C I T Y W A T C H . 
Appropriation 
Received from transfer 
EXPENDITURES 
Paid Alden Sprague 
" Alfred Sprague 
" Charles H. Totman 
" George M. Rook 
" C. W . Longley 
" Nelson Ham 
$2,500 00 
46 25 
$2,546 25 
640 50 
640 50 
640 50 
183 75 
80 50 
360 50 
2,546 25 
5 
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JUDGE OF M U N I C I P A L COURT. 
Salary 
Received from costs, &c 163 67 
" " treasury 136 33 
C E M E T E R Y FUND. 
Balance March 1st 50 28 
Received from lot sold 440 00 
C O N T I N G E N T FUND. 
Appropriation $3,250 00 
Received of Swanton, Jameson & Co 21 16 
" William D. Sewall 15 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
E. Gove, for fourth of July celebration.. . . 1,000 00 
E. L. P. Webb 2 21 
Decorating soldiers graves 100 00 
Transferred 975 86 
903 65 
151 00 
Balance transferred to Committee on Re-
duction of City Debt 153 44 
DISCOUNT ON T A X E S . 
Appropriation 6,000 00 
Balance 306 19 
EXPENDITURES. 
Under 5po discount 5,449 48 
3$>c " 117 73 
Balance 738 98 
300 00 
300 00 
490 28 
3,286 16 
3,286 16 
6,306 19 
6,306 19 
35 MAYOR'S REPORT. 
A B A T E M E N T OF T A X E S . 
Appropriation $3,000 00 
From overdrawn 3,813 17 
Abated by assessors 5,869 02 
Overdrawn balance of last year 944 15 
C O U N T Y T A X . 
Appropriation 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid County Treasurer 
S T A T E T A X . 
Appropriation 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid State Treasurer 
T A X E S . 
TAXES OF 1870. 
Balance March 1st 
Collected $22 10 
Abatements 1 00 
Uncollected 55 87 
TAXES OF 1871. 
Balance March 1st 486 34 
Supplementary tax 35 20 
Collected 124 96 
Abatement 126 80 
Uncollected 269 78 
TAXES OF 1872. 
Balance March 1st 3,235 00 
Supplementary tax 35 20 
$6,813 17 
6,813 17 
$9,377 99 
9,377 99 
$25,630 00 
25,630 00 
$78 97 
78 97 
521 54 
521 54 
3,270 20 
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Collected $2,192 35 
Abatement 345 94 
Uncollected 731 91 
TAXES OF 1875. 
Amount committed by assessors to meet 
appropriations 142,281 68 
Overlaid 1,888 42 
Supplementary tax 339 00 
Collected under 5$»c discount 103,510 84 
" 3$>c " 3,806 67 
after " " 5,633 35 
5pc discount 5,449 48 
3#>c " 117 73 
Abatement 2,963 31 
Uncollected 23,025 72 
3,270 20 
TAXES OF 1873. 
Balance March 1st, 1875 8,322 88 
Collected 3,407 24 
Abatement 1,078 21 
Uncollected 3,837 43 
8,322 88 
TAXES OF 1874. 
Balance March 1st 23,200 91 
Collected 11,252 45 
Abatement 1,353 76 
Uncollected 10,594 70 
23,200 91 
144,509 10 
144,509 10 
COMMITTEE ON R E D U C T I O N OF C I T Y DEBT. 
Balance due from Treasurer, March 1, 1875 $116 83 
Sinking fund on permanent debt 37 6,361 23 
Unexpended balances 8,548 67 
$15,026 73 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Bond 120 $4,800 00 
" 125 1,000 00 
" 495 1,700 00 
Note 1384 772 55 
" 1375 50 00 
" 1345 100 00 
" 1341 1,000 00 
" 1374 200 00 
" 1385 1,000 00 
" 1387 200 00 
" 1409 4,000 00 
Balance loaned to City Treasurer 204 18 
$15,026 73 
C I T Y D E B T M A T U R I N G THIS Y E A R . 
Appropriation $74,587 55 
Paid from other funds, put in taxes 800 00 
$75,387 55 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid notes 67,887 55 
" bonds 7,500 00 
75,387 55 
I N T E R E S T ON C I T Y D E B T A N D DISCOUNT. 
Appropriation $13,222 46 
Interest on taxes 1,396 74 
$14,619 20 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid Mayor's orders 13,766 70 
Balance transferred to Committee on Re-
duction of City Debt 852 50 
14,619 20 
INTEREST ON KNOX AND LINCOLN R. R. BONDS. 
Appropriation $8,220 00 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Paid Mayor's order No. 134 4,155 00 
" " " " 245 3,975 00 
" " " " 322 90 00 
8,220 00 
R E C A P I T U L A T I O N . 
Revenue. Expenditure. Balance. 
Salaries of City Officers $3,500 00 $3,396 72 $103 28 
Highways, bridges and sidewalks.. 13,019 60 12,964 99 54 61 
Schools and scboolhouses 24,886 81 24,886 81 
City expenses 4,S38 11 4,816 11 22 00 
Fire Department 6,614 63 6,553 63 61 00 
Primary schoolhouse No 9 4,882 62 4,882 62 
Extraordinary repairs of school-
houses 1,070 00 1,025 20 44 80 
South Grammar schoolhouse 2,090 72 2,090 72 
Burial of dead 1,100 52 1,100 52 
Bay bridge 1,791 00 1,273 77 517 23 
Support of poor 7,479 24 7,479 24 
City Watch 2,546 25 2,546 25 
Contingent Fund 3,286 16 3,132 72 153 44 
City debt maturing this year 75,387 55 75,387 55 
Interest on city debt, and discount 
on notes 14,619 20 13,766 70 852 50 
Interest on K. & L. R. R. bonds. . 8,220 00 8,220 00 
Abatement of taxes 6,813 17 6,813 17 
State tax 25,630 00 25,630 00 
County tax 9,377 99 9,377 99 
Sinking fund, permanent debt 6,361 33 6,361 33 
" Iv. & L. R. R. stock 4,110 00 4,110 00 
Liquor Agency . 6,920 23 6,690 12 230 11 
Gas dividend 360 00 360 00 
Licenses 82 00 82 00 
Hay scales 10 00 10 00 
Overlay of taxes 1,888 42 1,888 42 
Supplementary tax 339 00 339 00 
Discount on taxes 6,306 19 5,567 21 738 98 
243,530 74 227,602 04 15,928 70 
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S T A T E M E N T OF C I T Y DEBT. 
of debt March 1, 1848 
u u 1849 $6,037 u a 1850 16,990, U 4,990 u u 1851 20,400, it 3,415 
u a 1852 20,825, a 420 
66 u 1853 33,351, a 12,526 a a 1854 48,301, u 14,950 
<c it 1855 60,401, a 12,100 
a a 1856 66,826, u 6,425 
<i a 1857 72,551, u 5,725 
66 a 1858 87,399, iC 12,848 
<6 a 1859 89,359, u 1,960 
« ic 1860 90,709, u 1,350 
66 u 1861 97,625, « 6,916 
<6 it 1862 112,125, u 14,500 
<6 a 1863 145,242, 66 33,117 
<6 a 1864 200,362, 66 55,120 
66 u 1865 282,067, 66 81,705 
66 ti 1866 309,018, 66 26,951 
66 a 1867 309,684, 66 666 
66 a 1868 306,949, decrease 2,735 
« a 1869 330,888, increase 23,938 
« a 1870 389,568, 66 58,680 
« a 1871 16,147 
66 u 1872 355,938, 66 17,483 
<6 it 1873 351,283, 66 4,655 
66 a 1874 389,472, increase 38,189 
<6 it 1875 400,449, 66 10,977 
U it 1876 418,138, 66 17,689 
S C H E D U L E OF C I T Y P R O P E R T Y . 
City Hall and lot. 
The Park. 
Alms House and 27 acres of land. 
High schoolhouse and lot. 
North Grammar schoolhouse and lot. 
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South Grammar schoolhouse and lot. 
Upper Grammar schoolhouse and lot. 
Lower Grammar schoolhouse and lot. 
Primary schoolhouse and lot, No. 1. 
Primary schoolhouse and lot, No. 2. 
Primary schoolhouse and lot, No. 3. 
Primary schoolhouse and lot, No. 4. 
Primary schoolhouse and lot, No. 5. 
Primary schoolhouse and lot, No. 6 and 7. 
Primary schoolhouse and lot, No. 8. 
Schoolhouse and lot, District No. 2. 
Schoolhouse and lot, District No. 3. 
Schoolhouse and lot on School street, Ward 3. 
Schoolhouse and lot on High street, Ward 4. 
Schoolhouse and lot on Washington street, Ward 6. 
Steam Fire Engine No. 1, apparatus, house and lot, Ward 3. 
Steam Fire Engine No. 2, apparatus, house and lot, Ward 7. 
Steam Fire Engine No. 3, apparatus, house and lot, Ward 2. 
Engine house and lot, Water street. 
Engine house and lot, Front street. 
Chemical fire extinguisher. 
Stone crusher and engine. 
Sixty shares of the capital stock of the Bath Gas Light Company. 
Twelve hundred and fifty shares of the capital stock of the Knox 
& Lincoln R. R. Company. 
Lot of land on High street, Ward 1. 
Lot of land corner of High and Center streets. 
Lot of land in Brunswick, near Ham's hill. 
Lot of land in West Bath. 
Maple Grove Cemetery, 6-J acres. 
Oak Grove Cemetery, 28£ acres. 
Cemetery lot on Dummer street. 
Bay and Bull Rock bridges. 
Three city teams, ladder carriage, hooks and ladders ; 37 lamp posts 
and lamps; city scales, city clock, two hearses. 
REPORTS OF 
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. 
REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR. 
To the Honorable City Council: 
RECEIPTS. 
By appropriation $6,009 90 
By transfer 733 65 
From other sources 715 69 
$7,479 24 
EXPENDITURES. 
On Mayor's orders 7,479 24 
Making the cost of the poor $6,763.35. 
The amount expended at the Alms House is $2,984.15, out of 
the Poor House, including Insane Hospital, $4,495.09. 
The expense for insane paupers has been largely increased 
this year. Last year the expense was $403.50. This year 
$868.68. Forty persons have been admitted to the Alms House 
during the year, ten now remaining. Three hundred and forty 
persons have received aid from the Overseers during the year. 
Almost 135 cords of wood have been hauled by the Poor House 
Superintendent, in small loads, to poor people in different parts 
of the city. About seven tons of hay remain to be sold, and 
about $100 worth of fuel is on hand. The expenses are some-
what larger than some years, but compare favorably, we believe, 
with other cities of like population and business. 
6 
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The interests of the Alms House are well cared for, and the 
inmates kindly and humanly treated in sickness and health, by 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis in charge. 
REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPART-
MENT. 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Bath: 
GENTLEMEN :—In accordance with the requirements of Section 
5 of "An Ordinance to Regulate the Fire Department," I 
herewith submit the following as my report for the year ending 
February 29th, 1876, viz: 
The Department consists of three second class Amoskeag 
Steamers, manned by twenty men each. One (four wheels) 
Babcock Extinguisher, eight men, one Hook and Ladder Car-
riage, six men, one horse Hose Carriage, three hand Hose 
Carriages. No addition has been made to the working force of 
the Department during the year. 
No. 1 has been thoroughly overhauled during the past year, 
at an expense of two hundred and sixty-five dollars, and is now 
in as good condition as any steamer of her age. Since being 
repaired she was damaged getting to the fire at Bangs, Weston 
<fe Co.'s Mill, by a wheel coming off, about sixty dollars damage. 
No. 2 met with an accident at the same fire, and was damaged 
to the amount of sixty-five dollars. She is now in first class 
condition. 
No. 3 has been furnished with a set of composition link blocks, 
at an expense of twenty-five dollars, and is now in the same 
condition as No. 2. 
STEAMERS. 
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It gives me pleasure to report that the engineers of all the 
steamers have kept their various machines clean and in thorough 
order at all times. 
HOSE CARRIAGES. 
One four wheel Hose Carriage run by No. 1 Company for 
spare hose, with horse, three two wheel Hose Carriages, run by 
companies in connection with the steamers, also one sled with 
reel for winter use. 
EXTINGUISHER. 
One Babcock Extinguisher, on four wheels, with a company of 
eight men, whose promptness and efficiency have made the 
Extinguisher a valuable adjunct to the Department. To make 
it still more efficient, I would recommend that the wheels lie made 
larger, and shafts attached, so that it will run easier, and be 
sooner at fires. A few minutes may make the difference between 
a small fire and an extensive conflagration. 
HOOK AND LADDER. 
In this we are more deficient than in any other branch of the 
Department. The carriage and ladders are about used up, and 
are far behind the times. The company do as well as any could 
with the same material. I would recommend an early meeting 
of the Joint Standing Committee on Fire Department, and the 
Board of Engineers, to take into consideration and devise means 
to make our Ladder Company more efficient. There has been 
purchased this year one of Smith's Patent Extension Ladders, 
for use on high buildings. 
ENGINE HOUSES. 
The engine houses are all in good repair, and unless accidents 
happen, will be no further expense for some time, except No. 3's 
house, which ought to have hard pine instead of the shaky 
spruce floor now in it, making it very difficult to keep clean. 
No. 2 house is nearly new, and in good condition. No. 1 has 
had the roof tinned, stable repaired, and cement floor in cellar 
at an expense of about $350. The house on the bridge is used 
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as a Hook and Ladder house, and is in good condition. The 
old No. 2 house on Front street is only used for a storehouse. 
HORSES. 
There has been purchased during the past year, at an expense 
of $225, one horse for Steamer No. 2, to take the place of the 
one injured on the railroad track. A bill has been rendered to 
the E. R. Company for the value of the horse. There are seven 
horses, six on the steamers, and one on the spare Hose Car-
riage, all of which are used on the streets under the direction of 
the Street Commissioner. 
HOSE. 
There has been purchased during the past year six hundred 
and twelve feet of new leather hose, making the hose at present 
on hand as follows: 
Leather, new 612 feet 
Carbolized Rubber, (good,) 600 " 
Cotton Rubber, lined, (good,) 1,500 " 
Linen " " (poor,) 100 " 
Leather, (fair,) 1,000 " 
The balance, about 1000 feet, is about ten years old, and 
cannot be depended upon to stand much strain. There is also 
about two thousand feet of old two inch hose which does not fit 
our engines, and is consequently of no use to the Department. 
RESERVOIRS. 
One new reservoir has been built the past year at an expense 
of about five hundred dollars, making in all eleven. They are all 
in good condition, but so far apart as to require the use of long 
lines of hose when fires are back from the river, and consequently 
great strain on the hose. As our largest item of expense in 
running the Department is for hose, would it not be economy to 
build more reservoirs and save our hose? I have received for 
watering vessels $60, during the year, $40 from Steamer No. 3, 
and $20 from Steamer No. 1, which has been paid into the 
City Treasury. The old hand engine Kennebec has been sold 
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to the town of Brunswick for $800, which has also been paid 
into the treasury. 
_ The Department has been called out during the year six 
times, viz: 
1875. 
July 22.—Wooden frame building corner of Summer and Front 
streets, occupied by Edgar R. Snow as a saloon, on lower 
floor, and by George Snow as a residence, on second floor. 
Snow's loss $100. No insurance. Building owned by Mrs. 
, insurance on building $400, loss $90. Cause, 
defective chimney. 
Nov. 15.—False alarm, caused by whistle at Goss & Sawyer's mill. 
Dec. 1.—Sash, Door and Blind Manufactory of Messrs. Bangs, 
Weston & Co. Total loss $30,000. No insurance. Caused 
by back blast from furnace. 
Dec. 31 .—Wooden frame building on Elm street, owned by Oliver 
Moses, and occupied by family of Thomas Biggins, and 
paint shop by Schoppe & Luce. Insurance on building 
$300, loss $300. Schoppe & Luce insurance on stock 
$400, loss $500. Biggins' loss $50. No insurance. 
1876. 
Jan. 14.—Wooden frame building on Commercial street, owned by 
Mr. Woodbury of Portland, and occupied by Dyer & 
Williams, boat builders. Insurance to cover loss. Loss on 
building slight. Cause sparks from chimney. 
Jan. 20.—Wooden building corner Vine and Commercial streets, 
owned by J. D. Robinson, and occupied by Hooker & 
Jewett as a planing and grist mill. Loss trifling. Insur-
ance $900. Cause explosion of lantern in engine room. 
Every fire during the past year has been confined to the 
building in which it originated, for which we are under obliga-
tions to our firemen for their promptness and zeal. 
In conclusion I hereby extend my thanks to his Honor, the 
Mayor, for his uniform courtesy and active interest in affairs of 
the Department. Also to the Committee on Fire Department, 
and other members of the City Council for their hearty 
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cooperation in all measures to increase the efficiency of the 
Department. To the Board of Engineers for personal courtesies 
and valuable aid in the performance of my official duties. To 
the officers and members of the various companies for their 
promptness and activity in performing every duty. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
THOMAS F . CRAVEN, Cheif Engineer. 
CITY MARSHAL'S REPORT. 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Bath : 
In pursuance with the Ordinances of the city, I hereby submit 
the following report of duties as City Marshal for the past year. 
The whole number of commitments to the lockup, or taken 
before the court during the municipal year ending March 1st, 
1876, was four hundred and seventy-three, as follows: 
Drunkenness 107 
Disturbing the peace 18 
Assault 9 
Larceny 16 
Selling intoxicating liquors 30 
Keeping intoxicating liquors 19 
Lewdness 3 
Adultery 4 
Burglary 3 
Vagrants 260 
Rape 1 
Insane 1 
Obtaining goods under false pretenses 2 
473 
Respectfully Submitted, 
JAMES BAILEY, City Marshal. 
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REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF STREETS. 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council: 
The Commissioner of Streets, for the year ending February 
29, 1876, respectfully submits the following report: 
EXPENDITURES. 
Construction and repairs of sidewalks $2,418 27 
Grading, draining, cesspools, paving gutters 
and macadamizing on Winter street. . . 790 00 
Building bridge on Oak Grove Avenue 626 68 
Grading approaches to same 69 87 
Repairs on Bull bridge 170 47 
Drain on Middle near Bath street 53 25 
Grading west end of North street 310 31 
Removing ledge on Edward street 248 13 
Grading and fence corner of High and 
Crescent streets 59 41 
Gravel on Front street 131 53 
Blasting and. removing stone, drain and 
cesspool on Washington street, between 
Spring and Corliss streets 415 00 
Gravel on Washington street, between Fed-
eral and Corliss streets 385 28 
Blasting and repairs on Sprague's hill, 
Washington street 160 54 
Blasting on Cummings street 13 35 
" " Crescent " 24 50 
" Mechanic " 18 24 
Repairs on Ireland roads 287 60 
Drain on High and Center streets, near 
courthouse 29150 
Crossing stones 23 75 
Gravel on North street near car factory 318 00 
Clearing sidewalks and breaking roads in 
March 1875 445 24 
Amount earned forward 7,260 99 
4 8 REPORTS OF SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. 
Amount brought forward $7,260 99 
Same from November 7, 1875, to March 1, 
1876 631 03 
General repairs of streets and purchase and 
repair of tools 3,030 26 
Salary of Commissioner of Streets 800 00 
$11,722 28 
Expense of teams over earnings 511 41 
Labor for Fire Department 87 76 
Gravel to schoolhouse on Washington street 9 84 
Labor for other parties 34 53 12,365 82 
Paid to City Treasurer 84* 20 
RECEIPTS. 
Mayor's orders on City Treasurer $12,365 82 
From Fire Department 599 17 
Labor and material sold 149 03 
Respectfully Submitted, 
JOSEPH R . MITCHELL, Commissioner of Streets. 
BATH, MARCH 1 6 , 1 8 7 6 . 
REPORT OF CITY PHYSICIAN. 
To the Honorable City Council: 
But one deatli has occurred at the Alms House during the 
year. Mrs. Walker, aged 87, died last March of Senile Typhoid 
Pneumonia. The inmates of the Alms House are mostly aged, 
imbecile, or blind, and require frequent medical aid, and kind 
and considerate treatment from all having them in charge. The 
large number of paupers out of the Alms House make frequent 
demands on the city physician, and the largest portion of his 
services are on their account. The paupers out of the Alms 
House are not confined to the city physician, but have the 
physician of then- choice, if they can get him or her. 
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The sanitary condition of the city has been as good as usual, 
and no serious epidemic has prevailed. The number of deaths 
in the city during the year is quite as small, comparatively, as in 
other New England cities. 
The normal death rates have been but slightly raised. The 
care of Mr. and Mrs. Curtis, of the inmates, sick or well, is all 
that can be desired on the score of prudence, economy, and 
humanity. 
I . PUTNAM, City Physician. 
REPORT OF MEASURER OF WOOD AND BARK. 
To the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Bath : 
This certifies that I have measured during this municipal 
year: 
Hard wood 378 cords 2 feet 
Soft " 307 " 6 " 
Total 686 
Respectfully Submitted, 
DAVID HARRIS, Measurer of Wood and Bark. 
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF BURIAL 
GROUNDS. 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council: 
The Superintendent of Burial Grounds for the Municipal year 
ending March 1st, 1876, respectfully offers the following report: 
Whole number of deaths in the city during the past year 197 
7 
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Males 96 
Females 101 
• 197 
Of these there were 192 Citizens, Strangers 5 
From the following causes: 
Accident -I 
Canker 3 
Cancer 3 
Croup 2 
Congestion 9 
Consumption 43 
Canker Rash 1 
Child Birth 3 
Cholera Infantum 7 
Congestion of Brain 2 
Cerebro Spinal Meningitis 1 
Dropsy 8 
Drowning 3 
Diphtheria 2 
Dysentery 3 
Erysipelas 1 
Fits 1 
Fevers Lung 11 
" Typhoid 14 
" Bilious 1 
" Scarlet 25 
Hemorrhage 2 
Heart Disease 3 
Measles 2 
Mortification 1 
Old Age 14 
Paralysis 7 
Still Born 12 
Scurvy 1 
Teething 1 
Unknown 3 
Whooping Cough 4 
197 
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Besides these there were 16 strangers brought from abroad 
for burial, making the whole number 213. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
"WILLIAM A . POOR, Siijieriiitendeut. 
REPORT OF AGENT OF KELLEY FUND. 
The undersigned Agent for the Kelley Fund submits the 
following report of the receipts and expenditures on account of 
said fund during the year ending March 1, 1876. 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand March 1, 1875 
Received during the year from the City 
Council 
$35 56 
120 00 
155 56 
EXPENDITURES. 
Amount paid during the year for fuel fur-
nished to destitute persons as prescribed 
by Chapter 19 of the Revised Ordinan-
ces 152 12 
3 44 Balance unexpended 
E . S . J . NEALLY, Agent, 
B A T H , MARCH 1 , 1 8 7 6 . 

A N N U A L R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
S U P E R I N T E N D I N G 
S C H O O L C O M M I T T E E , FOR THE 
S C H O O L Y E A R 1875-6. 
rTo the Honorable Mayor and City Council: 
G E N T L E M E N : 
I have the honor to submit the Annual Report of the School 
Committee, by which you will be better enabled to understand the 
present condition, as well as the wants of the public schools in the 
City of Bath. The Report is for the year 1 8 7 5 - 7 6 . 
Truly yours, 
S A M U E L F . D I K E , Superintendent of Schools. 
B A T H , M A R C H 1 0 , 1 8 7 6 . 
R E P O R T OF T H E 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 
This is my last Report, the last I shall probably ever write for 
the School Committee. I have written somewhat upwards of 
twenty Annual Reports. I do not remember the exact number, 
nor have I copies of all of them in my possession; and it is time 
for me to bring my long membership of the School Committee in 
Bath, to a close. This I am about to do. My official work for 
the schools will close with the preparation of this Report. 
I was first elected a member of the School Committee in the 
year 1847, one year previous to the organization of the city 
government, twenty-nine years ago this month. In April the 
Committee had their first meeting. It was a large Committee, 
consisting of ten persons. Hon. Benjamin Randall was ap-
pointed Superintendent of Finance, and I was appointed 
Superintendent of Schools. From that time to this I have been 
connected with the School Committee by far the larger portion 
of the time. 
The Hon. William Rice, late Mayor, who retires from the 
School Committee at this time, by the expiration of his term of 
office, was also first elected a member of the Committee in the 
year 1817. He had previously been for some years master of 
the South Grammar School. Mr. Rice, though he has served 
the city at two different periods of three years each, as Mayor, 
has yet been connected with the School Committee nearly all the 
time for the last twenty-nine years. Becoming a resident of 
Bath in 1840, he has been in the performance of some sort of 
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public service for the town or city nearly, if not quite every year 
for thirty-five years past. He has been a careful and faithful 
public officer in each of the several positions which he has been 
called to fill. He lias ever taken a dee]) interest in the welfare 
of our schools. He has sought for their improvement. He has 
labored in season and out of season to that end. His services 
he has tendered freely, for little, and most of the time for no 
remuneration. Without reference to remuneration, he has been 
governed by the same active desire to promote the true interests 
of the public schools. In losing the active cooperation of Mr. 
Eice, the School Committee and public schools of Bath are 
losing one of the truest and sincerest friends they have ever had. 
May others be raised up to fill the place which he has filled so 
well, for a period of nearly thirty years. 
THE PAST. 
This is a suitable time to say a few words of the past. Our 
history, as far as schools are concerned, extends back but a 
little time, and that history is very brief, but it indicates that 
much has been accomplished, and most important is the work 
done. Our school system had small and feeble beginnings, but 
exerts vast and important influences. Free schools and liberty 
go hand in hand together. Education and human progress run 
side by side among men. We cannot expect the one without 
the other. Our forefathers came here and settled on the ancient 
Sagadahoc to clear away the forests, the primeval forests, and 
make for themselves and those coming after them a home. They 
well knew that religion and free schools, or schools which would 
be one day in the future free, form the only sure foundation for 
such a permanent home as they wished to build. Bath was 
settled about 1665. The first known permanent settler was a 
clergyman, though a portion of the territory within the present 
limits of the city had been previously purchased, and perhaps 
occasionally occupied, by others than Indians. We have but httle 
definite and positive knowledge of the history of the settlers for the 
first hundred years or more, but they were few in number, scat-
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terecl and having little means, could do but little towards establish-
ing public schools. Like the settlers in Massachusetts and 
Virginia they instituted free schools, " for the good education of 
children is of singular behoof and benefit to any commonwealth," 
was in accordance with the theory and practice of the forefath-
ers of New England. Our own immediate forefathers were not 
behind their brethren in their interest in education. And, though 
they did not perhaps tax the people for the support of schools, or, 
as far as we learn, make any public appropriation till some ten 
years before the incorporation of Bath, 1784, yet there were 
schools supported by private subscriptions, from the earliest 
period of the settlement of the place. 
In 17 75, we find the first public appropriation of five pounds, 
made for the support of schools. This, together with what was 
raised by private subscriptions, was all the people could do 
during the trying period of the revolutionary war. At the close 
of the war, and after the incorporation of the town, the sum 
assessed for the support of schools was raised to forty pounds 
per annum. This amount was raised annually till 171)5. The 
next year, 1796, the sum of four hundred dollars was raised, the 
next years, 1797 and 1798, only three hundred were raised. In 
1799, four hundred, aud in 1800 again three hundred. These 
annual appropriations were small, but the people were poor. 
They show a determination to support schools, and a willing-
ness to contribute to this end from their small means. 
During the middle of the last century the territory was thinly 
inhabited, and the people were harassed by the old French 
and Indian wars, with no foreign commerce or manufactures. 
Agriculture afforded means of living, together with the resources 
of the sea and hunting. The second parish of Georgetown, 
(Bath,) in the assessor's valuation was taxed for twenty cows, 
and for years designated the twenty cow parish. At this time 
the people made their own salt at salt works near Berry's mills, 
and continued to do this through the revolutionary war. Beaver 
hunting was a source of some income. Previous to 1776 the 
currency was hard money, gold, silver and copper, reckoned in 
pounds, shillings and pence. There was also more or less 
8 
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Spanish and French money. The first paper money was issued 
in 1776, and the issue continued in 1777 and 1778. This was in 
the the form of old continental bills. These bills were on stiff, 
dark colored pasteboard, and about the size of ladies' visiting 
cards. This money became of reduced value. It will be at once 
seen how difficult it was for the people to support schools during 
the whole of the last century. Many feel at this time the neces-
sity of economy, but they really know nothing of want and 
necessity and privation, as these were felt in Bath a hundred 
years ago, and more. 
The population of Bath did not probably exceed fifteen hun-
dred before near the close of the last century. Erom 1795 and 
onward, commerce began to revive, and the business of Bath 
increased, and of course the population began to increase slowly. 
It might possibly have exceeded fifteen hundred before 1800. 
In the year 1794, the first schoolhouse was built in town; in 
fact this was the first public edifice built in Bath. It is still 
standing, (1876,) and in good repair, with its "erudition" still 
remaining inscribed over the door. It was built by Mr. Joseph 
Sewall, son of Col. Dummer Sewall, and father of Hon. William 
D. Sewall. When he had finished the work of the house, he 
placed the above inscription over the door, to indicate the object 
to which the building was to be dedicated. In this house, on 
the 22d of February, 1800, Andrew Greenwood, Esq., delivered 
a funeral oration on the character of General George Washing-
ton, who died the December previous, 1799. The house was on 
that occasion draped in black cloth. It has been used for 
religious services and public purposes, on many occasions. 
This house has been occupied by a large number of teachers 
from the time of its building to the present year; more than 
fourscore years it has been used as a seat of learning. The 
inscription placed over its door of entrance seems to have been 
prophetic of the long time it was to be used for the sacred pur-
poses of learning, if not of the large amount of knowledge 
communicated to its many occupants. Here Hilliard and Mather 
and Patch and Manning and Jewett and Sleeper and Hall and 
later, Master Joshua Page, still so well known to all our older 
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citizens, taught the youthful minds of Bath, well knowing that 
"just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined." Mr. Joshua Page 
was more than thirty years a teacher in Bath. He taught the 
town school in the old north schoolhouse, and when the public 
money was expended he taught a private school the remaining 
portion of the year. He came to Bath in 1805, and closed his 
work as a teacher in 1838. He was the chief educator of the 
people in all the common branches of learning for many years. 
In the year 1805 the old Academy, or Bath Female Academy, 
was erected on North street, now the corner of North and 
Middle streets. Some years ago this building was moved to the 
back part of the city to make room for a new brick schoolhouse, 
and is still (1876,) standing, being occupied for a dwelling house. 
It was built and owned by a company of proprietors or share-
holders. The lot was presented by Captain Christopher 
Cushing. Some of the other proprietors were Col. Dummer 
Sewall, Eben Clap, Esq., Captain William Sylvester, of the firm 
of Lee & Sylvester, a prominent business firm in Bath in the 
early part of this century, Charles Clapp, Joseph Donnell, 
Deacon Caleb Marsh, James Loring, M. Haley, and other names 
too numerous to mention here. Mr. Joseph Donnell was 
master carpenter. When he had finished the house he put a 
vane upon the little steeple in the form of a man holding a 
quill or writing pen in his hand. 
A good private school was sustained for many years in this 
house with male and female departments. Miss Peck was one 
of the early female teachers. She afterwards married Rev. Mr. 
Nott, and went with her husband, who was a missionary, to 
Asia. Miss Harriet Lowe, a sister of the wife of Captain W. 
Sylvester, also taught some years in the old Academy. Miss 
Eaton, who came from Massachusetts, was another teacher. 
Miss Eaton taught for some time in the building at the corner 
of Centre and Washington streets, now Music Hall, a private 
school for young ladies. Work, plain sewing, embroidery, etc., 
were mingled with instruction. It was common in those days for 
pupils to learn to work in the schoolroom as well as to acquire 
knowledge. I hope some plan will be devised in the future by 
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which' similar instruction shall be given to the pupils of the 
public schools. This is now done in Boston and other places to 
a limited extent. 
In my Report for the years 1858-9, I have given a brief his-
tory of the Bath Academy, and need not repeat it here. For 
further information see Report published in 1859. 
It will be seen that in the earlier portion of the present 
century there were three principal institutions of learning in the 
limits of the present City of Bath. The old Academy on North 
street, the Bath Academy, incorporated in 1805 by act of 
General Court of Massachusetts, and endowed with a half 
township of land on Dead River, and the old North School-
house, so called, where Master Page taught so many years. 
Besides these there were other smaller schools, public and 
private, within the present city limits or in the outskirts. There 
was a small schoolhouse, perhaps the oldest, on High street just 
below South street. There was another on Washington, near 
the upper Methodist Church. Mrs. Rebecca Kimball, a lady 
perhaps sixty years old, near the beginning of this century 
taught a private school in her own house on High street, near 
where Judge Smith now resides, for young children. She was 
one of the oldest teachers of whom I can learu any particulars. 
Col. Dummer Sewall, who came to Bath to reside in 1761, was 
a strong friend of schools and education. The church and the 
schoolhouse he labored earnestly to establish in Bath as soon as 
he had become a permanent settler here. Largely through his 
instrumentality, a clergyman was settled within about two years 
after he came to Bath, over the first church for which a meeting 
house had been built, previous to his arrival in town. He was 
one of the active men in procuring the act of incorporation and 
establishment of the Bath Academy. In the preamble we read, 
"whereas Dummer Sewall, Esq., and others, have petitioned this 
court," &c. Another prominent man was Rev. Francis Winter 
of Boston, a graduate of Harvard College and of the Theological 
school, a fine scholar and learned man. He was settled over the 
first church in 1766, and continued its pastor about twenty years. 
After that time he became a lawyer, and was more or less active 
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n public life. Being a highly educated man he took much 
nterest in the promotion of education in the town. He made 
ifforts to establish and maintain good schools, was active in 
superintending and visiting schools, and influential in promoting 
heir welfare in our then thinly settled town. 
It would be very desirable to give a more full and minute 
iccount of the origin and growth of our present system of schools 
n Bath. We should be glad to see and read the names of all 
svho have been active or have had any part in promoting their 
welfare. WTe have learned enough of the past to see that the 
people of Bath have ever taken an interest in schools and the 
promotion of education among the people. It is true that in 
earlier years the private schools perhaps excelled the public 
schools. They were better appreciated, and more generally 
patronized. Private enterprise here, as in many other places, 
taught the public authorities better management.. The es-
tablishment of the Bath Academy undoubtedly led to the early 
establishment of a Free High School in this city as early, if 
not earlier, than in any other place in the state. But after a 
certain length of time, it was found that the public school 
authorities could maintain a better school in the Academy than 
private enterprise. And so in process of time the Free High 
School supplanted the Academy. 
Fifty years ago and more, there were two reasons for the 
maintenance of private schools at a liberal outlay of money: 
first to have teachers of high character and learning, and second 
to provide instruction in those branches not usually taught in 
the public schools. In the condition in which the country was 
at that time, private institutions afforded the only means of 
advanced education among the people. It was for the public 
welfare to maintain private schools and Academies. But a 
change is now coming over the people. Public authorities are 
doing more and more for schools, and for the promotion of 
of education, the education of the people, even the whole people, 
and so private enterprise is required to do less. It will perhaps 
continue to do less and less, till finally, education, even the 
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highest and most perfect, will be free to all, comparatively, 
as free as air or water. 
SCHOOL EXPENDITURES. 
Special attention has been given to the subject of expenditures 
for school puiposes. No more money has been used than was 
required to retain competent teachers, and keep the schoolhouses 
in thorough repair. 
S T A T E M E N T OF T H E E X P E N D I T U R E S F O R 1875-76. 
INCOME. 
Appropriation $18,500 00 
State School Fund 3,188 98 
Mill Tax 2,387 33 
High School 500 00 
Balance 100 00 
Tuition 35 75 
Transferred 174 75 
$24,886 81 
EXPENDED. 
Salaries of Teachers 16,586 25 
Fuel 2,620 62 
Miscellaneous 3,152 16 
School Books 1,727 78 
Salary of Superintendent 800 00 
24,886 81 
Comparing the above statement with the amount the previous 
year, $23,092.48, it will be seen that the expenditure the last 
year exceeds that of the previous year by .considerably more 
than one thousand dollars. This may be accounted for in the 
fact that a large amount has been expended in extraordinary 
repairs. The salaries of some of the teachers had also been 
raised the previous summer, which makes the amount of teach-
er's salaries larger than in any previous year. The fuel bills are 
also large, some three hundred dollars more than the previous 
year. The expenditures for fuel and repairs of schoolhouses 
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•will be considerably less for the ensuing year. There may be 
some reduction also in other directions, so that the whole 
amount of expenditures for the years 1876-7 for school pur-
poses, need not much exceed the amount in 1874—5, which was 
in round numbers twenty-three thousand dollars. 
NEW SCHOOL HOUSES. 
A convenient and good sized Primary Schoolhouse has been 
built the last year on Dummer street, in the upper part of the 
city, in the place of the house in the Oak grove. The rooms of 
the new house are large, with a good, dry cellar, and a basement 
room suitable for a ward room, and for a play room for the 
children of the school in rainy weather. The house is well 
furnished with chairs and single desks. It is the only house in 
the city, except the High School, furnished with single desks. 
The best schoolhouses in New England are now generally fur-
nished with single desks. We have not, however, in Bath, 
hitherto used either single or double desks, but tables usually 
about twelve feet long, seating six pupils at each table. These 
tables cost less per pupil, with the chairs, than single or double 
desks, and a schoolroom of a given size will seat more pupils in 
this way than by the use of single or double desks. For these 
reasons this mode of seating schoolhouses has been thus far 
adopted in Bath. There is some preference, however, for single 
desks. Each pupil is farther removed from his fellow pupils, and 
is less disturbed by them, and the school is perhaps more 
easily kept in order. After the use of single desks in the new 
Primary Schoolhouse for a time, the Committee will be better 
able to judge of the advantages and disadvantages. The 
advantage is chiefly that of convenience, and the disadvantage 
the expense. In time it will be seen whether the expense pays 
or not. 
The cost of the new house was 84,882.62. 
If the city grow in population a new Primary Schoolhouse will 
soon be needed somewhere midway between the old Academy, 
now Primary Schoolhouse No. 5, and the schoolhouse on South 
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street, 011 Yine street, or in that vicinity between Vine and Union 
streets. The classes, especially the first classes in Nos. 3 and 
5, are already large, rather too large for the teachers to be able 
to do full justice to the pupils. Much increase in numbers in 
these classes will render necessary another Primary School. 
The little school on Union street now takes the place of No. 4. 
The two upper classes are at present sent away from this school 
.to either No. 3 or No. 5, as the pupils reside nearer the one or 
the other house. 
It is also presumed that within a limited time, a new Primary 
Schoolhouse will be wanted in the lower part of the city, between 
Winnegance and Weeks street. There is a long distance 
between these two localities for small children to walk to reach 
a schoolhouse, and as soon as the population becomes more 
dense a new house will be wanted. 
REPAIRS OF SCHOOLHOUSES. 
The High Schoolhouse has been thoroughly repaired the last 
year, at a cost of between eight and nine hundred dollars. No 
repairs of much amount have been made on this house since it 
was built in 1860. These repairs were done under the direction 
of the School Committee, and paid from their appropriation. 
The amount of these repairs alone, was above eight hundred 
dollars. 
Under the direction of the Committee on Schools and School-
houses of the City Council, the South Grammar Schoolhouse has 
been altered and thoroughly repaired the last year, to conform 
to the arrangement of the North and Upper Grammar School-
houses. It is now one of the best Schoolhouses in the city. It 
is well adapted to the wants of a Grammar School. In the 
place of the former exceedingly small and inconvenient entries 
at each corner of the south end of the house, a spacious and 
convenient hall about twelve feet wide, runs through the middle 
of the building from east to west above and below. There is a 
convenient room for each of the four classes of the school. The 
building is capable of seating more pupils than before, and is 
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besides very much more convenient for all the uses of the school. 
It seems to me the most desirable alteration which could be 
made, and will in the future afford ample compensation for its 
expense in the form of comfort and convenience. Its cost was 
82,090.72. 
The little house on Union street has been repaired, a small 
woodshed built, and other small changes, which render it quite 
a pleasant little schoolroom for the little school, with the excep-
tion of its seats. These are old fashioned, small, often cramping 
the pupil, and are no longer fit for use in the room. Chairs and 
tables would be decidedly preferable. 
In respect to the Primary Schoolhouse on North street, now 
Nos. 6 and 7, I will briefly repeat the recommendation of the 
Report of last year: Attention has been previously called to 
the condition of this house. It stands in a low and swampy 
corner of the lot, and thus the foundation is unstable, and is 
growing more insecure from year to year. The rooms for the 
little ones, under the care of the assistant teachers, are so small 
and inconvenient as to be nearly useless for the purposes for 
which they are designed. 
This house should be moved to a higher, drier and more cen-
tral position on the lot, enlarged and made suitable to the wants 
of the schools now occupying it. The house may be easily 
enlarged, divided into four rooms, the two schools now occupying 
it united into one school, and divided into four classes, as all our 
Primary schools at present are in the city, a class assigned to 
each room, and then the pupils in that vicinity will be amply 
accommodated for many years. The Committee recommend 
that these alterations be made, if possible, the coming season. 
When this house has been altered and repaired as recom-
mended above or in some other suitable manner, the schoolhouses 
of the city will nearly all of them be in excellent condition. 
Much has been done to improve them the last four or five years; 
more than the ordinary expenditures have been made upon 
them. Hereafter no more than the ordinary repairing will be 
required to keep them in good condition for many years to 
come. 
13 
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SCHOOL BOOKS. 
The present makes the eighth year since the city began to 
furnish school books for all the children in the public schools. 
For convenience sake and as a matter of reference, the cost of 
school books to the city is here given for each year from the 
beginning: 
1868-69—First year $1,583 52 
1869-70—Second year 2,795 40 
1870-71—Third year 1,224 08 
1871-72—Fourth year 1,674 44 
1872-73—Fifth year 1,591 72 
1873-74—Sixth year 1,291 25 
1874-75—Seventh year 1,500 10 
1875-76—Eighth year 1,707 78 
It will be seen that the cost of books the last year is a httle 
more than in any previous year except the second. There is a 
larger stock on hand now than usual, and a larger number of the 
classes than usual have found their books worn out, and have 
needed to have them replaced. 
The average cost of school books per annum thus far has been 
$1,673.53. The whole number of pupils in all the schools to 
whom these books are furnished is upwards of nineteen hundred-
This makes the cost for each pupil about seventy-five cents per 
annum. This includes, of course, the pupils of the High school, 
where nearly all the books in use are expensive. This cost per 
pupil is the result of so many years experience, that it may be 
pretty safely set down, as likely to be the average cost per pupil, 
in all our cities and large towns where text books are furnished 
to the public schools. 
As Bath was one of the earliest cities in the country, more 
particularly in New England, to furnish free text books to the 
pupils of the public schools, the Committee have had frequent 
applications for our Annual Eeports, and been requested to 
state what has been the success of the plan hitherto. In all 
cases the information has been given to the best of our ability. 
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The plan has been so successful, that it has been confidently 
recommended to all other cities and towns. It has been 
adopted to a considerable extent in different states of the Union. 
In time it will doubtless be generally adopted, for it is the ten-
dency of the present day to make education as free as possible. 
I do not know of but a single city which has gone back on the 
plan after it had been adopted. In that case the experiment 
was not tried a sufficient time to enable the judges to come to a 
wise conclusion. Doubtless interested parties outside had more 
to do in inducing the Committee to give up the experiment, than 
the citizens themselves. 
As far as known, Bath was the first city or town to furnish 
free text books in this state, but now there are several doing the 
same, and in all cases to general satisfaction, as far as my 
information extends; and each year the number of such towns is 
increasing. It ought to be here stated that to the Hon. William 
Bice, late Mayor of this city, and member of the School Com-
mittee, more than to any other person, is due the credit of 
initiating and establishing the plan of furnishing school books 
free to all the pupils in our pubhc schools in Bath. It was a 
measure of special interest to Mr. Bice, while he was a member 
of the City Council and at the same time a member of the School 
Committee, and through his instrumentality, largely, the measure 
was adopted, and it has since become permanently established. 
The community seem to be unanimously in its favor. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 
Bath was one of the first cities in Maine, if not the very first, to 
establish the office of Superintendent of Public Schools, and 
certainly among the early cities in New England. This office 
was established in Bath in the spring of 1855. At that time 
there were comparatively few cities in this country with such an 
office. It is believed that, in all those cases, the cities were 
much larger than Bath. 
Hitherto the Superintendent has been a member of the School 
Committee; in fact the office was instituted by the School 
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Committee. The Superintendent is elected annually by the 
School Committee. But the office was first established at the 
request of the City Council and with their hearty concurrence, 
and it has continued to have their approbation till the present 
time. The Hon. Freeman H. Morse, late American Consul in 
London, then a resident of Bath, with other prominent men of 
the city, was active in the matter. Mr. Morse was at that time 
Mayor of Bath, and took a deep and active interest in the 
welfare of the schools. 
At the time the office was established the following duties of 
the Superintendent are found recorded, drawn up by Bev. E. 
Whittlesey, then a member of the School Committee. 
1. The Superintendent shall keep himself acquainted with the 
condition of our schools, and, in order to suggest improvements 
therein, shall study the methods of instruction and discipline in 
other cities and towns. 
2. He shall exercise a personal supervision over all the schools, 
visit and examine each and all of them as often as his other 
duties will permit, and once in a year shall present to the School 
Committee his annual report of their condition, and shall 
suggest such means of increasing their usefulness and of 
diminishing their expense without prejudice to their interests, as 
he may see fit. 
3. He shall consult with Committees of the City Council, who 
have the control of the building of schoolhouses, and other mat-
ters pertaining to the interests of the schools, and make such 
suggestions as will promote economy, convenience and health, 
and otherwise tend to the improvement of the condition of the 
schools. 
4. He shall superintend the repairs of schoolhouses, provide 
fuel and all articles necessary for the use of teachers and pupils. 
He shall also employ teachers, (under the direction of the School 
Committee,) disburse the funds appropriated to schools, and 
during the first week in March shall make the financial report of 
the School Committee, containing an account of all the moneys 
received and disbursed by him during the current municipal 
year. 
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5. He shall endeavor to extend the benefits of our public 
schools to all the children of the city. 
6. He shall at all times render such aid and communicate such 
information to the School Committee as they shall require of 
him. 
7. He shall perform such other duties as the School Commits 
tee shall prescribe, or from time to time direct. 
It will be seen by these regulations that it was the design of 
the Committee, as well as the City Council, in establishing the 
office of Superintendent, that he should perform the principal 
work of supervision of the Schools. He is to visit the schools, 
study methods of instruction, and, in a word, supervise the whole 
work of education in the public schools of the city. The care 
and responsibility of their work, progress and improvement are 
to rest on him. He is to give his mind, as well as care and 
labor to the schools and to subjects connected therewith. He 
is to have the general oversight of the teachers and pupils. 
He is to adjust the difficulties which are more or less frequently 
occurring between teachers and pupils and parents, attend to the 
numerous calls of the office, the correspondence, the statistics, 
making out the returns, filling the blanks, reading the reports of 
other cities and towns, the current educational literature and 
educational journals, and the ablest works published on the 
subject of education, that he may be able to exercise a wise 
and intelligent supervision over the public schools of the city. 
All these things the Superintendent has made an effort in an 
imperfect manner to do. If it was the whole work of the 
Superintendent to employ teachers, disburse the funds, purchase 
fuel, and now and then visit schools, a small amount of time and 
labor would be required. The salary for this might be small; 
but the public schools never can be brought to a high degree of 
progress with so little superintendence and inspection. They 
will gradually fall into a languishing condition. The schools 
need the care, the labor and the whole mind and study of one 
man. The sooner the citizens understand this matter aright, 
the better will it be for the progress of our schools. 
